
California Law

Proposition 64 →
AUMA → MAUCRSA
Legalizes:

• Adult use and 
possession

• Retail sales

State to issue retail 
licenses as of 1/1/18



Local Authority
Local governments can prohibit or further 
regulate retail sales beyond state law



Local Options: Prohibit

Local governments can 
prohibit the retail sale of 
adult use marijuana
State must verify local 
license before issuing 
state license



Local Options: Regulate

Cities and counties can 
choose to allow retail 
sales with restrictions, 
such as:
• Location, density, 

proximity
• Hours
• Types of products
• Serving size
• Etc.



Local Options: Take the Time 
you Need

Cities and counties can 
choose to prohibit local 
licensing while they 
develop an appropriate 
framework

Take the time to get it 
right



How to Regulate: CUP

Conditional Use Permit:
• Government must 

pre-approve each 
location

• With public input
• Can limit locations 

and impose 
operating conditions

• Applies to the land



How to Regulate: 
License/Permit

• Applies to the 
business

• Generally no public 
input 

• Can limit locations 
and impose 
operating conditions

Customize for your 
jurisdiction
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